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Item 6: Universal Periodic Review
Arms transfers
WILPF welcomes France’s acceptance of recommendation 145.31 to: “Refrain from
transfer of conventional weapons when these can be used to violate human rights or
international humanitarian law, in line with its obligations under the Arms Trade
Treaty and Target 16.4 of the 2030 agenda on sustainable development (Panama)”.
Such acceptance is consistent with France’s obligations as a state party to the Arms
Trade Treaty (ATT), particularly under articles 6 and 7, and as a state party to human
rights treaties. It is also consistent with France’s obligations under the EU Common
Position on Arms Exports. France’s stated commitment to undertake a careful
assessment before authorising arms transfers is however at odds with its continued
arms transfers to several countries involved in the coalition that has been engaged
since March 2015 in the bombardment of Yemen, foremost among which is Saudi
Arabia.1
Public outcry is mounting in France - 75% of French people want France to stop
selling arms to countries involved in the coalition in Yemen - and the French
government is facing a legal challenge over the legality of its export license
authorisations to Saudi Arabia.2 The European Parliament has also repeatedly called
for an EU-level arms embargo to Saudi Arabia and countries such as, Norway and
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Germany recently decided to suspend arms transfers to Saudi Arabia in view of the
risks of breach of international law.3
Yet, France’s arms transfers to Saudi Arabia continue unabated, despite significant
risk of the Saudi-led Coalition using French weapons in acts that may constitute
violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law in
Yemen.4 Coalition airstrikes continue to be the leading cause of civilian casualties.
Between 26 March 2015 and 10 May 2018, the OHCHR has documented a total of
16,432 civilian casualties. The vast majority of these – 10,185 civilian casualties were
as a result of airstrikes carried out by the Saudi-led Coalition.5
In April this year, President Macron stated at a news conference with the Saudi
Crown Prince that: “all sales of military equipment are analysed on a case-by-case
basis and on the basis of reinforced criteria that reflect respect for international
humanitarian law and the risk of harm to civilian populations.”6 How many more
civilian deaths in Yemen due to Coalition strikes need to be documented before the
French government identifies a risk?
We hence urge the French government to meaningfully implement the abovementioned UPR recommendation and to:
• immediately stop arms transfers to Saudi Arabia and other countries where
there is a substantial risk that they will be used to violate international
human rights law and/or international humanitarian law;
• ensure systematic ex-post reviews of arms exports licenses to all countries
where there is evidence of human rights violations and violations of
international humanitarian law;
• duly take into account the recommendations in the OHCHR’s report on the
“Impact of arms transfers on the enjoyment of human rights” as well as by
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•

other UN human rights bodies, to ensure effective, transparent, and gendersensitive human rights impact assessments of arms exports7;
ensure that companies active in the arms industry implement effectively the
recently adopted French due diligence law 2017-399 by undertaking robust
and transparent human rights risk assessments8.

Nuclear testing
WILPF also welcomes the acceptance of recommendation 145.97 to “Ensure
compensation to all victims of nuclear tests in the French Polynesia, in line with the
observations of CEDAW and the Human Rights Committee (Panama)”. WILPF calls on
the French government to ensure that the Committee for the compensation of
victims of nuclear testing (CIVEN) take into account the specific impacts of nuclear
testing on Women in French Polynesia and accelerate the processing of claims for
the compensation of victims, adequately provide age- and gender-sensitive
assistance, without discrimination, including medical care, rehabilitation and
psychological support, as well as provide for their social and economic inclusion. The
government should also ensure that necessary and appropriate measures towards
the environmental remediation of contaminated areas be taken without delay.9

7 http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/35/8
8 https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2017/3/27/2017-399/jo/texte
9 See article 6 Victim assistance and environmental remediation of the Treaty on the prohibition of nuclear
weapons

