
We urge all State Parties to ensure a strict and effective implementation 
of the Arms Trade Treaty, which protects human rights. They must keep 
their promises!

Organisation: Amnesty International Switzerland

With the support of: cfd / The feminist Peace Organisation; Control 
Arms; Group for a Switzerland without an Army (GSoA); International 
Peace Bureau (IPB); Swiss Peace Council; Women’s International 
League for Peace (WILPF). 

Information and contact: www.amnesty.ch / info@amnesty.ch

NO ARMS 
FOR ATROCITIES!

ARMS TRADE TREATY CONFERENCE IN GENEVA

Join in our Activities!

Monday, 22 August, 8.30 am, Place des Nations

Conference start   
Street action for the press conference of the NGO 
alliance Control Arms and for the arrival of the 
States’ delegations. 

Wednesday, 24 August, 5 pm, Place des Nations

Street action and rally
We’ll say it loud and clear in front of the United 
Nations and in town: No Arms for Atrocities! 

Wednesday, 24 August, 7 pm, UOG,  

Place des Grottes 3, 1201 Geneva

Panel discussion: Arms control 
and the role of civil society 
What can we do to ensure the ATT’s effective 
implementation? Discussion with Rasha Ab-
dul-Rahim, Amnesty International; Anna Mac 
Donald, Control Arms; Amanda Gavilanes, Group 
for a Switzerland without an Army; Guy Feugap, 
WILPF Cameroon (Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom). Moderator: Philippe 
Bach, Le Courrier. Free entrance. Simultaneous 
translation French-English.
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The international arms trade is out of control:
 500 000 people die every year because of armed violence;
 Small arms are used in 60% of human rights violations;
 65 million people are forced to flee because of violence and persecution;
 Armed violence fuels poverty and impedes development.

For more than twenty years, Amnesty 
International and other organisations 
campaigned for binding rules in order 
to control the global arms trade. Today 
this treaty has become a reality: the 
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) entered into 
force at the end of 2014. 

The ATT sets out, for the first time, 
robust global rules to stop the flow of 
weapons and munitions to countries 
when it is known they would be used to 
commit war crimes and other serious 

crimes. It also seeks to stem the flow 
of arms if there is a substantial risk 
they could be used to commit serious 
human rights violations.

So far, 130 countries have signed the 
ATT, including the USA; 85 states have 
ratified it, including all member states 
of the European Union and Switzer-
land. Major arms suppliers such as 
Russia and China have not joined the 
Treaty.

In 2015, arms worth 25 billion USD 
were supplied to Saudi Arabia even 
though the Saudi-Arabia led coalition 
has committed serious violations of 
human rights and international human-
itarian law in Yemen, some of which 
may amount to war crimes. The arms 
suppliers, among them the USA, sever-
al EU states and Switzerland, have all 
signed or even ratified the ATT.

To ensure its effectiveness, the ATT 
must be strictly implemented. Since 
the ATT annual Conference of States 
Parties is taking place in Geneva, civil 
society in Switzerland has a special 

responsibility to participate construc-
tively in and monitor this process and 
to ensure public scrutiny of the ATT’s 
implementation.

For that reason, Amnesty International  
Switzerland is organising a variety of 
actions and events around the ATT 
Conference. Join in our activities! We 
urge all States Parties to guarantee 
transparency regarding their arms 
transfers and to ensure robust, effec-
tive implementation of the ATT, which 
protects human rights. The states 
must keep their promises: no arms for 
atrocities!
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ARMS CONTROL – WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT?

NO ARMS FOR ATROCITIES

STRICT IMPLEMENTATION NEEDED
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