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The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom welcomes the Report of the 
Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and international order, 
particularly the multiple references to military expenditures as an obstacle to 
international peace and development.  
 
It is urgent that States cease to promote the culture of increasing militarisation and 
redirect their military-first budgets towards human rights’ protection and promotion and 
gender-aware budgets that consider the multiple needs of women and address gender 
equality as a priority.  
 
The current crises such as in Ukraine and the MENA region reflect the consequences 
of excessive military expenditures. In Ukraine, a military solution is sought instead of 
investments in political negotiation, economic regeneration and human rights. Whilst the 
spur for the Arab Spring, including in Syria, lays in the economic situation and demands 
for human rights, the response is flooding the region with arms and has lead to the 
conflagration which now endangers the peace of all.  
 
The current genocide perpetrated by ISIL in Iraq and the absolute denial of most basic 
human rights in Syria are the results of a military-first approach implying large amounts 
of military spending, while these military expenditures should be diverted towards 
peace, human rights and development.  
 
Additionally, the wrong perception of weapons as tools that ensure security leads to 
increasing militarisation, distorted views of masculine power and reinforcement of 
gender stereotypes.  
 
The promotion of a democratic and equitable international order requires resolute 
political will that openly enhances public participation in decision-making and budgeting 
processes. Women’s participation is of the utmost importance to shift to gender-
responsive budgets and as a result to foster conflict prevention and promote 
development. 


