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In its recommendations 115.5 and 115.6, the report of the Universal Periodical Review 
recommends that Colombia limit its military jurisdiction in order to ensure that civil 
justice and not military justice prosecutes human rights violations. Despite accepting 
these recommendations, the Columbian Senate approved a statutory law on military penal 
jurisdiction in June 2013. This law exacerbates the level of impunity for crimes 
committed by armed forces in Colombia and, consequently, for human rights violations. 
WILPF urges the government of Colombia to ensure that military jurisdiction does not 
diminish victims’ access to justice for human rights violations perpetrated by armed 
forces. 
 
Member States also recommended that Colombia include women in the frontline of peace 
negotiations and in the elaboration of a national Action Plan on the UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325. We regret that the government of Colombia has only taken note of these 
recommendations, which are essential for the human rights of Colombian women. As of 
yet, there are still no women at the negotiation table and Columbia has offered no 
commitment to enact change.  
 
We urge the Colombian government to implement the 092 and 098 decrees that aim to 
execute the “Program for the Prevention of Sexual Violence against displaced women and 
the implementation of holistic care for victims of sexual violence.” We urge the 
Columbian government to ensure fair and timely trials for displaced survivors of sexual 
violence as well as to ensure the effective protection of women defenders. We also call 
for the implementation of recommendation 116.43 on the protection and the integration of 
different sexual identities and orientations.  
 
We remind the Colombian government that all recommendations included in the report 
enjoy the support of the international community and its civil society. We invite the 
Colombian government to adopt all recommendations, including those that have not been 
accepted as this will be highly valued by the whole society. 
 

 


