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The Women'’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), U.S.

E{QRESSTIDIE;ERNATIONA'— Section, calls upon the U.S. Senate to immediately ratify the United Nations
Jane Addams Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against

Nobel Peace Prize 1931 Women (CEDAW).

FIRST INTERNATIONAL This year marks the 31st anniversary of the CEDAW Convention, the historic
SECRETARY international bill of rights for women’s human rights. As an international non-
Emly Oreene Bl 146 governmental organization with UN consultative status, WILPF was avital part of

the decades-long process culminating in the adoption of the CEDAW Convention.
In 1974, WILPF formally instructed its sections in various countries to engage
h’asncysf,ﬂlg%';' ggﬂcrggjent their governments in the crafting of an international human rights convention
Laura Roskos, Co-President which would “bring together the various aspects of women’s rights to form
Parbara Nielsen, Treasurer international law,” because we understood that “only through the intensive
eb Garretson, Secretary .. . . .
participation of women can best possible development in each country . . . and
world peace [be] achieved.”
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FOR U.S. SECTION

Stacey Ann Ferguson The CEDAW Convention was adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations on December 18, 1979 and signed, on behalf of the United States, by

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE President Jimmy Carter in 1980. Y et, thirty-one years later, this powerful treaty has

Case Postale 28 yet to beratified by the U.S. Senate. The USisthe only country to sign but not

1211 Geneva 20 . .

Switzerland ratify the Convention.
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inforequest@wilpf.ch As of today, 186 countries are state parties to the Convention. By requiring states

www.wilpf.int.ch to take affirmative measures, the CEDAW Convention charts an agenda for action
to ensure women’ s rights to full participation in civic, political, economic, social,

SPONSORS and cultural life, and to live free of gender-based violence in their private and

Julia Alvarez public life, including in the context of armed conflict. In line with these principles,

Epse Boulding the United States has affirmed Security Council Resolutions 1325 and 1820 on

Rep. John Conyers, Jr. Women, Peace, Security, which both condemn gender and sexual violencein

Blanche Wiesen Cook conflict and outline women’s critical rolein crafting and sustaining viable conflict

Frances Farenthold . . . . . .

Dolores Huerta prevention and resolution strategiesto lasting peace. Neither goal can be achieved

Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson without a strong commitment to respecting and ensuring women's human rights to

Rep. Barbara hee participate as equal partnersin constructing and reconstructing society.

Holly Near

gg@”gﬁ;ﬂgz Like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the CEDAW Convention seeks

Sonia Sanchez to eliminate discrimination in order to protect human dignity and fulfill

Alice Walker society’s potential to provide for thewell being of all people. Likethe

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racia Discrimination (CERD), the
CEDAW Convention aims to remedy inequality resulting from institutional
policies and practices which either in effect or intentionally undercut equal
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The CEDAW Convention
isan essential addition to both documents, as it shines a much-needed spotlight on
the human rights of women and girls everywhere.



The CEDAW Convention provides an internationally-recognized framework to assist the United
States in engaging with other countries, such as Afghanistan and the Democratic Republic of
Congo. The United Stateswill also benefit from implementing CEDAW'’s provisions
domestically. Women’s and other civil society organizationsin the United States have already
begun applying CEDAW'’ s principlesin areas as diverse as education, heathcare, public safety,
paid and unpaid work, corporate and military practices, housing, environmental policy, and
childcare.

The Women'’s International League for Peace and Freedom values freedom of thought and of
expression as ameans of realizing human potential. The CEDAW Convention, in integrating the
provisions of key international human rights instruments, recognizes that freedom of thought and
expression can be repressed not just by police action but also by social isolation and lack of
access to the basic goods necessary to sustain life. We therefore assert our understanding of and
support for CEDAW as the most comprehensive and integrated codification of the full range of
women’s human rights, including the rights to bodily integrity, to sexual autonomy, to form
families of one’s own choosing without coercion, and to an environment clean enough to support
healthy lives, not just for ourselves but for all the generations to which we might give birth. The
right to define one' s own identity and aspirationslies at the very heart of the quest for
freedom, and for world peace.

In addition to urging immediate ratification of CEDAW, the Women'’s International League for
Peace and Freedom, call upon the President and U.S. Senate to:

1) ensurethat U.S. foreign policy reflects respect for and compliance with all international
human rights and humanitarian treaties to which the U.S. is a party;

2) continueto ratify international human rights treaties on atimely basis so that the U.S. no
longer trails behind other countries in understanding of and adherence to internationally
normative standards and practices,

3) create afedera program to adequately fund human rights education in al public
elementary and secondary schools; and

4) draw on the knowledge and experience of local human rights and civil society
organizations when compiling human rights performance reports for submission to
international treaty monitoring bodies.

By immediately ratifying CEDAW the United States can show that it is serious about its
commitment to the world’s women and to constructive engagement with the governments of
individual countries and through the United Nations.



